@ongress of the WAnited States
Hlashington, BE 20515

April 2, 2014
The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen 'The Honorable Pete Visclosky
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense Subcommittee on Defense
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen and Ranking Member Visclosky:

We greatly appreciate your efforts on behalf of advancing U.S.-Israel missile defense cooperation—a critical
investment that provides safety and stability in the Middle East. As you begin work on the fiscal year (FY) 2015
Defense Appropriations bill, we respectfully request $350.9 million in funding for the Iron Dome anti-rocket
defense system—an increase of $130 million over FY 2014 levels—and $268.7 million for the Arrow, Arrow 3,
and David’s Sling anti-missile defense programs to sustain FY 2014 levels.

As you know, these programs are essential to Israel’s short- and long-term ability to defend itself against attacks
from Hamas, Hezbollah, and even Iran. Our requested funding level for Iron Dome is necessary to advance this
critical partnership and address evolving threats posed by an increasingly volatile Middle East.

These programs also yield a tremendous return-on-investment for the United States in the form of economic,
technological, and military benefits. This year, for the first time, a portion of Iron Dome production will take
place in the U.S. Sharing in the co-production of these systems creates American jobs and allows the U.S. to
share in the programs’ technology.

The Arrow Weapons System has been operational since 2000 and targets medium-range ballistic missiles, while
Arrow 3 and David’s Sling are expected to be operational within the decade and will defend against multi-range
ballistic and cruise missiles, including intercontinental, exo-atmospheric missile threats.

These proven missile defense programs are a win-win for the United States, as they save lives, prevent conflict
escalation, and advance U.S. objectives by promoting regional stability and protecting a valuable ally.

During these challenging budgetary times, we can and must prioritize federal funding for the programs where
federal involvement can have the greatest impact on people’s lives. These cooperative programs are without
question one of these worthy priorities in need of our support.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

“TER J. ROSKAM
ember of Congress
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